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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method and device for the conditioning of 
unsealed nuclear fuel rods for the transport and long-term storage or warehousing 
thereof. The invention comprises the use of a plurality of capsules (8) which are 
each intended to receive a fuel rod having a tubular casing (8a) which is closed 
at the ends thereof by means of end caps (9, 14). According to the invention, a 
loading structure (20) is placed in a pool in order to receive at least one capsule 
(8) having a vertical axis. A device for loading fuel rods into the capsule (8) is 
fixed to an upper open end of the structure (20). Defective rods are removed one by 
one and the empty capsules containing no rods are introduced one by one into the 
loading structure (20). For each of the capsules (8) that are intended to receive a 
defective rod, an upper end cap (14) is unscrewed from the capsule, a defective rod 
is introduced into the capsule (8) through a guide device belonging to the loading 
device, the upper end cap (14) is screwed back onto the capsule (8) and the capsule 
(8) containing the rod is placed in a slot in the support structure (20). 

(57) Abrege : On met a disposition une pluralite de capsules (8) destinees a re- 
cevoir chacune un crayon de combustible comportant une enveloppe tubulaire (8a) 
fermee a ses extremites par des bouchons (9, 14). On place une structure de char- 
gement (20) dans une piscine pour recevoir au moins une capsule (8) avec son axe 
vertical. On fixe sur une extremite superieure ouverte de la structure (20) un dis- 
posing de chargement de crayons de combustible dans la capsule (8). On preleve 
un par un les crayons defectueux et on introduit une par une les capsules vides de 
crayons dans la structure de chargement (20). Pour chacune des capsules (8) des- 
tinies a recevoir un crayon defectueux, on devisse un bouchon superieur (14) de la 
capsule, on introduit un crayon defectueux dans la capsule (8) a travers un dispositif 
de guidage du dispositif de chargement, on revisse le bouchon superieur (14) de la 
capsule (8) et on dispose la capsule (8) renfermant le crayon dans un emplacement 
d'une structure de support (20). 
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